
2021 AGM 

Minutes of The 2021 Sufi Movement In Canada/Sufi Circle Canada 
Annual General Mee>ng 
The mee,ng was held as a video conference on Monday, September 27, 4:00pm MDT. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT 
Azima Martha Toy, Qahira Fran Becker, Kuan Yin Cindy Pujos-Michel, Akbar Lody Kieken, Nirtan 
Carol Ann Sokoloff, David Murray 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Naseera Wendy Ross, Alim Thomas Esakin, Shams Richard Olafson, Basir Daniel White, Abadi 
Jehne Morse 

INVOCATION 
The Invoca,on was recited by Nirtan. 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mee,ng was called to order by Nirtan. 

APPROVAL OF 2021 AGM Agenda 
Moved by Akbar that the agenda, as described by Nirtan, be approved. 
Seconded by (unrecorded). Unanimously approved. 

APPROVAL OF 2020 AGM Minutes 
David read from the 2019 Minutes. The mo,on to approve the 2019 Minutes. 
Moved by Azima. Seconded by (unrecorded). Unanimously approved.   

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
The past year has been a challenging one as corona-virus response brought many Sufi Circle 
Canada ac,vi,es to a halt. Given that so many ini,a,ves work to bring people together in ,me 
and space to share hearts, minds, prayers, prac,ses, song and dance, suggested health 
measures affected these greatly. However, our organiza,on con,nued to spread the Message of 
Love, Harmony and Beauty in various ways including regular 'Heart to Heart' newslecers 
(Spring and Fall). Some chose to hold events electronically via ZOOM technology or to con-
tribute to other such mee,ngs to share Sufi teachings and prac,ces. A small gathering of Al-
berta Sufis successfully convened in Banff and the SCC Board con,nues planning for a larger 
retreat as soon as condi,ons allow.  



We are grateful to our dedicated Board of Directors and all those who join us on this Sufi car-
avan as we nego,ate the shieing sands of challenging ,mes. With your help and that of the 
Beloved we shall find this period to be one of inner reflec,on and strengthened connec,ons 
allowing us to emerge refreshed and renewed in spirit to con,nue the work of the Sufi Mes-
sage in Canada. 
 
respecgully submiced 
Nirtan Carol Sokoloff  
Victoria, BC   

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 
I willingly accepted the role of Secretary in 2018, following the capable hands of Jelaluddin. My 
role is to facilitate our regular Board mee,ngs and post minutes on our website. We are using 
ZOOM for all our mee,ngs. 

In addi,on to being the mee,ng recorder, I have taken on the task of upda,ng our database. 
We now have 2 main categories, Members and Friends. Members are welcomed to par,cipate 
in the AGM and vote on macers as they arise. We currently have 23 Members and 61 Friends. 
The task of upda,ng the database is ongoing. There are probably s,ll a few glitches such as out-
of-date emails and a few omissions that I con,nue to try to resolve. We are offering free 
membership to avoid any financial obliga,on to par,cipate in the Sufi Circle Canada. Our 
approach is to accept dona,ons in order to assist our opera,ons.   

I arrange email contact with the Members regarding the AGM and with both Members and 
Friends for the newslecer and other announcements over the year as they arise.  

We have published and circulated 2 newslecers this past year under the editorship of Nirtan 
Carol Ann Sokoloff and with the assistance of the Board members.  

My thanks con,nue to be extended to Jelaluddin Gary Sill and Fazalunissa Carole Harmon for 
the work they did over the years to help us get to where we are today. Jelaluddin con,nues to 
be our webmaster and we are very grateful for that.   

Over this past year, there has been much enthusiasm for contact among Friends of the Sufi 
Message, especially when there are no organiza,onal obliga,ons. The number of independent 
Sufi Centres around the world has grown considerably. This is a growing trend and one that will 
increase interest in learning more about the Sufi Message of Spiritual Freedom. Moving forward 
is both exci,ng and challenging. We want to stay in touch with old friends and also offer 
opportuni,es for new Friends and Members to par,cipate in our ac,vi,es. So, if you are 
interested you can spread the word and share our newslecers.  



Finally, the Sufi Circle Canada website is a remarkable trove of historical informa,on and 
currently useful spiritual prac,ces, based on the Sufi Message of Hazrat Inayat Khan, that have 
largely been delivered to us by Hidayat Inayat Khan during our associa,on with him at our Lake 
O’Hara retreats, and during numerous other occasions when we had the chance to interact over 
the years.    

Respecgully submiced 
David Murray 
Edmonton, Alberta 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT  
See acached Excel Report – Balance Sheet, Income Statement, Notes to the Financial 
Statement.   
Respecgully submiced 
Azima Martha Toy 
Calgary 

Link to the Excel a/achment 

CENTRE REPORTS 

Banff Centre Report  
On Tuesday, September 14th our Banff Sufi Centre held a 1-day gathering for our Alberta Sufi 
Community.  The gathering comprised our Calgary Centre Sufis led by our Beloved sister Qahira 
Francesca Becker, as well as Abadi Jehne Morse from our Edmonton Sufi group, our Banff Sufi 
group with members also from the Bow Valley (Canmore).   
 
We dedicated our day to the teachings of Inayat Khan that dealt with 'Embodying the Spiritual 
Message of Brotherhood, Sisterhood".   Here is the email I sent to everyone in acendance the 
morning aeer our gathering: 

Beloved Sufis All:  Sending you all my love for the treasure of a day spent together.  It was so 
harmonious and beau,ful and had a very revivifying quality about it.  
 
Thank you for your presenta,ons which seemed so uplieing and inspiring, for the glorious food 
and for the perfec,on of the weather which allowed us to spend several hours outside in the 
sunshine.  I was thinking of the element purifica,on breaths spoken about in the Healing lecer I 
sent you this morning from Shak, and Shamcher - what a lovely job both Hanifa and Sita did 
with their offering on the element breaths and affirma,ons.  
 
And it con,nued on throughout the day with the really illumina,ng prac,ce on the prayer Nabi 
offered by Qahira, The 7 Aspects of Sisterhood, Brotherhood and also Nature Medita,ons 



offered by Abadi, the friendship and seamless presence of Niccela, The projec,on Breaths from 
Azima on the Healing breath offered by trees, the masterly work of Naseera in her 'Call for 
Healing and Peace'.   It was lovely having Ulrike with us even if it was a brief appearance as she 
had to work a full day but with her comments on Nabi it was as though she had been there for 
the day. 
 
For myself I gave a short talk on the Life and work of Khalifa Nargis Jessie Dowland an early 
mureed/pupil of Inayat Khan.  Nargis, (1866 - 1953) had a highly refined understanding of the 
ini,a,ve link between Murshid and mureed. Her books, contained in the two volumes of her 
wri,ngs, Path of the Seeker, Book One and Book Two, as well as her biographical portrait by the 
author Nancy Barta-Norton give us a unique look at Inayat Khan in the early days of the 
organiza,on of the Sufi Movement in London and later in his spreading of the Message 
throughout Europe.  We are also given a glimpse of the private correspondence exchanged 
between Murshid and Khalifa, between two mys,cal hearts and souls. 
 
We ended our day at 6:00pm with the evening prayer Khatum and the Blessing Song.  All in all, a 
very full day that gave us a shot in the arm of "Sufi energy and well-being, combined with love, 
harmony and beauty." 
 
Thank you again for making ,me in your lives to allow this day to happen.  
 
Take great good care of yourselves and your loved ones...........un,l we meet again, hopefully 
some,me soon.  
 
With love and joy in the Infinity of Life, 
Banff Sufi Centre 
Kuan yin Pujos-Michel 

Edmonton Centre Report  
The Sufi Circle Canada Edmonton Centre has remained ac,ve over the past year despite the 
pandemic. We hold weekly Zoom mee,ngs on Mondays from my office/gallery, which include 
wasifas and breathing prac,ces. The evenings end with the singing zikar. Acendance can be 
sparse but is dedicated. There are acendees from Quebec, BC and Alberta. This broad 
acendance could never have happened if not for the pandemic. In-person Monday evening 
gatherings may resume in 2022.   
 
In fall 2019, we hosted the Dances of Universal Peace which were led by Khabira Auni Amini. 
Acendance at the final Dances included many long-,me sufis from the community. There is an 
appe,te to con,nue the Dances aeer the pandemic when we again safely gather.   
 
My Board par,cipa,on con,nues as the Secretary of the Sufi Circle Canada.  



Sending warm gree,ngs to the SCC Members and Friends across Canada, the USA and Europe. 
 
Respecgully submiced by David Murray 

Victoria Centre Report 
The Victoria Centre has had a very quiet year. Regular ac,vi,es were en,rely suspended 
due to restric,ons on mee,ngs and gatherings and the shurng down of our mee,ng 
space (Quaker Mee,ng House) due to public health regula,ons. Centre leader Nirtan 
Sokoloff used the period to develop an approach to the Element Breaths incorpora,ng 
movement and affirma,ons as part of a morning medita,on and healing prac,se. She 
also created some new songs and dances based on Sufi prayers and looks forward to the 
opportunity to share these approaches with others in the near future.  
The Victoria Sufi Message volume lending library con,nues to func,on and received a 
generous dona,on of several volumes. Nirtan was asked to conduct two house blessings 
but these did not materialize due to the changing nature of health regula,ons. She did 
share Sufi teachings, songs and prac,ses on several occasions with a Canada-wide spir-
ituality group  (on Zoom) and these were very well received. She also gave a talk on Noor 
Inayat Khan to this same group and many people in acendance were familiar with Noor 
through recent publicity and most interested to know more about her Sufi connec-,ons. 
Nirtan's long review of a new biography of Noor Inayat Khan was also published in the 
latest issue of the Pacific Rim Review of Books (www.prrb.ca for more info.).  
It is to be hoped that the Victoria Sufi Circle can before long reconvene for the sharing of 
prayers and prac,ses, songs and dances, which add so much to our personal well-being 
and our spirit of community. 

Respecgully submiced by Nirtan Sokoloff 

APPROVAL OF REPORTS 
Moved by Akbar that the reports, with the excep,on of the Financial Statement, be 
accepted. Seconded by Kuan Yin. Passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Moved by Kuan Yin that the Financial Statement of 2020 - 2021, ending on May 31st, 2021 
be accepted. Seconded by Naseera. Passed unanimously 

NEW BUSINESS 
By acclama,on, the Board will retain the same members for the next year. 



DATE OF NEXT AGM 
Moved by David that the next AGM be held Monday, September 26, 2022. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 
Moved by Nirtan to adjourn the AGM. Passed unanimously.  
 
Mee,ng ended at 5:30pm MDT.  
 


